INTERNATIONAL FOXHUNTING EXCHANGE
by Marina Williams

THE IRISH PONY CLUB HOSTED THE INTERNATIONAL FOXHNTING EXCHANGE IN
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER.

MARINA WILLIAMS, LOUTH PONY CLUB WAS NOMINATED AND CHOSEN TO REPRESENT
THE IRISH PONY CLUB WITH THOMAS SKELLY FROM MEATH AD JESSICA AND HARRY
LALOR FROM LAOQIS.

THEY WERE JOINED BY THREE MEMBERS FROM THE USA PONYLUB AND FOUR
MEMBERS FROM THE UK PONY CLUB. OUR VISITORS ARRIVEDN TUESDAY 24TH
NOVEMBER WHEN THEY WERE HOSTED BY IRISH PONY CLUBAMILIES AND HUNT CLUBS
UNTIL FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER.

THE GROUP OF TWELVE 16 TO 21 YEARS OLD HUNTED WITHARIOUS PACKS AROUND THE
COUNTRY. THEY HUNTED WITH THE LOUTH FOXHOUNDS BY KND PERMISSION OF THE
MASTERS ON WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER WITH THE MEET ATOGHER.

FROM 24TH NOVEMBER TUESDAY, THE HUNTING EXCHANGE HNTED IN THE SOUTHERN
PART OF THE COUNTRY AND HUNTED WITH THIS AREA OF LOTH, MEATH, WESTMEATH
AND KILDARE FROM MONDAY 30TH NOVEMBER.

THE HUNTING EXCHANGE WAS A FANTASTIC EXPERIENCE. T INVOLVED 3 AMERICANS,
2 FROM CALIFORNIA AND 1 FROM MERLYN. 4 ENGLISH SCATERED FROM WALES TO THE
NORTH OF ENGLAND. WE ALL MEET UP ON TUESADY THE 24 OF NOVEMBER IN
PUNCHESTOWN. THE KILDARE PONY CLUB PROVIDED A VERYXICE LUNCH FOR
EVERYBODY. WE THEN ALL DISPERSED TO WATERFORD ANDAOIS. THE FOLLOWING
DAY.



This was my diary:

DAY 1

The Americans and English arrive by plane at Duahd meet up with the Irish four in Punchestowrtdubs
by the Kildare Pony club. What a lovely lunch whate all got to chat and get to know each other ofbyr
Guilford is our chaperone and made everything samelxciting. We visited R.A.C.E. and the farrier
school which was fabulous. Great so far! We tralwin south and | was hosted by Shirley O'Shea in
Waterford with an American girl. We are huntinglwihe Tipperary Foxhounds tomorrow Wednesday.

DAY 2

Today is Wednesday and | have been invited to Withtthe Tipperary Foxhounds. Amazing that they are
the only pack who hunt four days a week. | rode lel@nd Catherine from the USA Pony Club rode Teddy
which were owned by Susan Morris from the Wateigokfe met at 11am. The hunt turned into a
huntsman, a whip, Catherine (USA) and me. An antaday with only four of us. Nothing at the firstdan
second covers, jumped two ditches en route to tlovetr. We found fox but couldn't get through fongs
onto path. In middle, the horses were sinking bahaged to get to vaguely dry patch. But trees Wdien,
got a chainsaw, chopped through the bog, scrapingvay to the path. By then the pack of hounds &pli
two. We couldn't find them at first but eventudibyind the first pack and were chasing a massivefaog
but got away. While we were searching for the ottadf, we finally found them five miles away froimet
cover. We hunted the fox (if only we got through thood quicker). We finished at 3.30pm, put thertasu
in the trailer and home with the horses. A vergiasting and enjoyable day and we were invitedagatn

for more action! Lucky us! | loved every bit of it.

v




DAY 3

Thursday: we got invited back to Tipperary. Althbuge had an interesting day yesterday, the Tipps we
keen to show us what true Tipp foxhunting is athathb We very kindly had horses from Susan Morris. A
USA Pony Club member Marisa joined us today. Thetmas at Mortlestown Castle, Killenaule, home of
the Blackmores. We had a good day, no waiting at@nd busy. We jumped lots of ditches and uprights.
We had five foxes out of one cover at the back@bl@®ore. There were fifty mounted out today, very
enjoyable and lovely people. That evening, we regdrto the Morris household and had a fabulous
Thanksgiving supper. Another great day!

DAY 4

We didn't hunt today although we didn't have a dast We were invited to Coolmore Stud and Baldoyle
You think it is amazing hearing about Coolmore 8adtloyle but it is more amazing in real life, you
wouldn't believe unless you see it with your owesyincredible words can't explain. Paradise fosém

DAY 5

Saturday, | hunted with the Waterfords today. lerétarry kindly borrowed from the Waterfords. Thenhu
was in Bonmahon near the sea which was fabulough&fefrom the UK Pony Club, Thomas Skelly from
the Meath and Harry Lalor from the Laois also hdriteday with the Waterfords. It was quiet enough fo
the first hour and a half but then the hounds gat@and of course, we got going too. We jumpes &t
uprights, walls and banks. The really wide walls y@d to bank and then jump some nasty things. We
washed the horses in the sea which was great turdied to the meet point. Then we went into thalloc
pub and had some hunting food, ham and potatoesi fibme (host family) we went. A great day!

DAY 6

Today is Sunday and we travelled up from Waterfordrea 7. The ground was very wet on the way north
SO we were not too surprised to hear that the Kalslavere cancelled the next day Monday. We went to
Drewstown Adventure centre on Sunday afternoon kvhias really good but scary. | felt like a monkky.
was like 15 ft. off the ground. Then we switchedsand continued on to our new hosts. | was stayitiy
Michael and Libby Wentjes with pat from the USA uta from UK and Dorothy our chief organiser and
chaperone. Exhausted that night and slept well.

DAY 7

Monday saw the Taras cancel with the Kildares whiicim't surprise anyone given the horrendous weathe
| was supposed to hunt with the Taras. Mum brotitgilty and Sea Eagle to the Meath meet and all got a
chance to ride that day. Andrew Boyd very kindlgught a horse which Harry and Edward shared. They
had a good day, lots of jumping and good houndsaéito our hosts for supper.



DAY 8

Today is Tuesday and | hunted with the Ballymacatad a lovely horse from Paul Keoghan called Benn
In the exchange group that hunted with the BallgsenCatherine, Marisa, and Kirsty from the US, Hele
and Megan from the Uk and Jessica Lalor from Ldbmsined all day, freezing hounds, very good d&'e.
did not have much action until the afternoon. Wa kitle runs; | fell off but landed on my feet loahg the
reins. It was very funny. We jumped some big discbe the way back to the meet. Soup and sandwiches
were gladly welcome when we got back. That evemiadhad an Irish night in Kells, a delicious curry
supper,ceili dancing and learning to play the badhGreat fun but a late night.

Day 9

Westmeaths today near Delvin. | rode Owen Sharkey'se called tau. There was no rain for once today
Kirsty, Katie, harry and | hunted with the WestniesaiThe hounds had a great day

and worked very well. We didn't jump anything betyenjoyable. Really nice people and home for supp

Megan, Catherine and Jessica hunted with the Lotldlen stayed with the Angels and had a super time
visiting the kennels and meeting all the familye$tunted Speedy but he threw a shoe during thawigdy
Jane very kindly hacked Speedy back to the medewbntinues on with her mount Bob. The meet was at
Togher at his tiny old country pub. We rode thromwgiodland and at one stage rode on the beach with
beautiful views of Dundalk Bay, Carlingford and Giherhead. 11am until 3.30pm which was fabulous.
Megan rode Mrs. Nicholson's adorable Holly whick shjoyed but Megan came a tumble in a ditch with
very cold water. Dramatic but she was all well siesrode Fionna Lyons' Montana and had a great tim
keeping well up with the pack ably assisted by Algrns. Catherine rode Joan McKenna's Rollo who was
lovely. Catherine, Jessica and Megan stayed at &own. The girls said all the Louths were veryrdly,
even the Masters and were delighted to see so tadm@g out hunting compared to where they hunt at
home.




Day 10

The group split up today and some went to hunt tighFingals with the meet at Curragha.Thanks to
Peadar for the great horses. | was lucky to goilidake and hunted with Edward, the huntsman, whip
exercising the hounds. It was a great day and weHavely lunch hosted by the Kildare Pony Club, |
think. That evening was our final farewell suppeth@ Wentges catered by the Westmeath Pony Club.
Roaring fires and lots to chat about. We had soyntaes to tell and recount. We exchanged email
addresses and bade farewell for now. What a wonldexperience. No one wanted it to end.

THE OTHERS WERE HUNTING WITH KILLINICK, SCARTEEN, IMERICK, ISLAND,
LAOIS.CONSIDERING THE WEATHER WAS SO DREADFUL IT WAINCREDIBLE WE ALL GOT
TO GO OUT HUNTING .NEXT YEAR 4 PEOPLE FROM IRELANBND ENGLAND WILL TRAVEL
TO AMERICA. IT ROTATES EVERY 3 YEARS.THE CHAPERONEOR IRELAND WAS DOROTHY
GUILFORD WHO AMAZINGLY KEPT HER COOL THROUGHOUT AR DROVE MANY MILES
AND COMMANDEERED LOTS OF OTHER KIND DRIVERS. KATISTEPHENS WAS THE
ENGLISH CHAPERONE AND IS COMING BACKTO HUNT!

WE ALL HAD A GREAT EXPERIENCE, A COUPLE OF FALLS BUALL VERY CAPABLE RIDERS.
OUR FAREWELL SUPPER WAS HELD IN MR AND MRS WENTGEBISNABIN, KILLLUCAN ON
THE 3F*° OF DECEMBER AND THE FOOD WAS ORGANISED BY MAVIS MRRAY AND THE
WESTMEATH PONY CLUB. EVERYBODY DEPARTED ON FRIDAY.

On behalf of all the Irish Pony Club Internatioialnting Exchange, we would like to say a big thgak

to all the people who let us borrow their horsesd everybody who accommodated us and all the huats w
hunted with, Tipperary, Island, Limerick, KilliniciScarteen, Waterford, Laois, Tara Harriers, Melaihgal
Harriers, Kildare, Louth, Westmeath, Ward union &adlymacads. It was a fantastic experience for all
concerned and next year the Exchange will be tagdage in America. We would also like to thank theh
Pony Club for giving us this wonderful opportunagd especially Mrs Dorothy Guilford, our very eiéiot
chaperone



